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LAKEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRARY

:
'g Classically
sustainable

A classic Carnegie library expands
to a new life as a civic icon

BY TODD WILLIAMS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHOOTING STAR

ince 1916, Lakewood Public Library has been faithfully serving
the community from its grand structure on Detroit Avenue.
A prime example of the Carnegie Library architectural style,

=<7 the Lakewood facility was built with a $50,000 grant from the
72?\\““ " industrial magnate and philanthropist Andrew Carnegie.
After 90 years of service and being remodeled four times, the
library’s board of trustees made the decision to renovate and expand
the original 55,000-sf building to 93,000-sf. The two-phase, $17.5
million project designed by noted library architects Robert A.M. Stern
of New York, draws on modern sustainable energy techniques as well
as traditional European functional approaches to buildings and energy

consumption.

He wrote the book
Alexander P. Lamis, managing partner with Stern Architects, a “modern

Protos Courtesy Toop WILLIAMS

; ; : traditionalist designer,” was able to incorporate modern technology in
The exterior of the new Lakewood Library keeps

i . . both the renovation and the expansion phases. without compromising
classical columns and a splendid exterior treatment.

the library’s historic Carnegie look and soul. In fact, Lamis often looks to
the past in order to find sustainable design elements for the present.
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The Grand Reading Room is a favorite area
in the new library, impressive but comfy.

For
Greening the Library: An Overview of

instance, the author of
Sustainable Design, has studied the top
plans of great 19" century libraries
such as the Boston Public Library,
completed in 1895, and the New York
Public Library, finished in 1911, to

glean sustainable design features as

i

-

applicable to his modern designs.

For example, Lamis sees the
use of natural light and rectangular
floor plates as basic elements is
sustainable library design. “In a rectangular
building, it is preferable for a long axis to run in
an cast-west direction. This is because it is more
difficult to control east light in the morning and
west light in the afternoon than to control north

A central two -story atrium adds gral
building. Colorations are rich andsimposing.

and south light, which trace symmetrical arches
through the day,” Lamis explains. He notes that
the Lakewood Public Library fits neatly into the
criteria for sustainable design because of its east-
west orientation on Detroit.

daylighting and an airy fegﬁLﬁ, .

# interior of the new part of the

Just like traditional builders and designers,
Lamis uses large windows and skylights to provide
a natural lighting environment that mirrors the
great libraries of the past. To this end, there
are two skylights along the east-west corridor.

Congratulations on your new facility.

We ak

honored to have been part of

Lakewood Public Library’s

future.

For fast information go to: www.bxmagazine.com/iRepIyDirect
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The Grand Readiing Room is set off by a pair of murals showing Lakewood as a city of commerce and of residences. Centrally located, ihe room contains a
variety of workspaces and comfortable sitting areas. Light is abundant throughout.




These skylights span the atrium of he new
building of the library to the new grand stairwell
(note: the old staircase had been removed during
a prior renovation) in the renovated structure,
allowing natural light to penetrate the center of
the library.

CBLH Design was selected as the
associate architect to work with Stern’s office
to prepare the construction documents and
provide construction administration, according
to CBLH principal Marc Bittinger, AIA. “We
were very diligent in our efforts to interpret the
design intent,” he says. “Today’s technology of
on-line document sharing of information made
the coordination of drawings more seamless.
Each detail could be reviewed and updated to
the team’s satisfaction.”

Energizing

An  extensive, programmable occupancy
sensor system controls lighting in many areas
of the library, significantly reducing energy
consumption. Photo sensors throughout the

structure read the amount of natural light

Skylights and interior windows bring daylighting into all
areas of the building.

coming into the building and adjust the levels
of artificial light accordingly, he explains.

Other lighting features in the building,
according to Mark Panzica, of construction
manager Panzica Construction Co., include
the use of high efficiency, T-8 fluorescent
lamps containing over 70% less mercury than
the standard lamp as well as high-efficiency
electronic lamp ballasts.

According to William Fredrick, project
engineer, other

energy-saving  equipment

includes a demand control ventilation air
conditioning system which minimizes energy
usage by carefully controlling and limiting the
quantity of outside air brought into the building
during periods of low occupancy, as well as all
motorized equipment as fans, pumps and air

conditioning units.

Public realm

But library director Ken Warren says that
sustainability in the project is more than the
natural lighting and energy efficiency. It also
has meaning in the public’s relationship with the

7550 Lucerne Drive

Cleveland, Ohio 44130

Architecture

phone: 440-243-2000

fax: 440-243-3305

£

Interior Design

Planning

www.cblhdesign.com

For fast information go to: www.bxmagazine.com/iReplyDirect
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Above left: The northern approach shows off the structure’s classical angles.
Above right: The interior entrance is a formal one, with the visitor perceiving all that the building has to offer.

spaces and the longevity of the library’s design.
“Nothing is
destructive than tearing down a building after

Lamis agrees. more
20 years because it was cheaply made, not
adaptable or unloved. An institutional project
like a library should be conceived to last 100
years with periodic renovation, top mechanical
systems and interior furnishing” With this in
mind, the owner, the architect and the contractor
labored to give the new library a design that
mirrored the traditional Carnegie look, yet had
all the features of a 21* century public space.
Warren notes the 38,000-sf addition,
completed in June 2007, includes reading rooms,
a quiet room, a portion of the technologically
advanced children’s room, a study room,
an auditorium and galleries. The 55,000-sf

@ Builders Exchange
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renovation of the old library includes the
remainder of the children’s room, a technology
center with 60 computers, an audio-visual room,
a drive-up window and administrative offices.

Just grand
The director’s favorite spaces are the Grand
Reading Room, which he terms “one of the
nation’s great public spaces,” the children’s
room with its unique Lakewood Librainium and
the technology center and the new book area.
Panzica is also very complimentary of the
grand reading room. “This is a great room in a
signature project,” he says. “It was a challenge
to build, for sure. The elements of the room,
including wall layouts, painting, skylights and
millwork, all had to work. It is a tribute to those

involved in the design and construction.”
Lamis billed this space the “living room
for the city. We like great reading rooms to
be very open, with big windows, skylights,
beautiful carpets

and great artwork,” he

says. “This room represents our approach to

“The effect of
the colors here is the
livening of employee

moods as well as
the transformational
effect on our citizens.
It 1s truly a beautiful
environment.”

— Ken Warren,
library director

library architecture.” The grand reading room is
50 by 52 ft with a 32 ft ceiling height.

In addition to books, it features two
expansive paintings by noted New York City
muralist Richard Haas, whose work appears
in many public spaces such as the National
Public Library. The first entitled
“City of Schools, Commerce, Industry and

mural,

Transportation,” graces the east wall of the
floor, while the mural entitled “City of Homes,
Apartments, and Houses of Worship” adorns
the west wall.

As vivid as the Haas murals are, they
have competition from the colorful walls and
woodwork. In fact, a palette of 26 colors covers
the walls and ceilings of the library. Some are
extremely bold, and others more subtle. All
work very well with the natural light streaming
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in from skylights and windows.
the
library’s interior designers drew

According to Warren,

inspiration from the Thorvaldsens
Museum in Copenhagen, Denmark.
This Neoclassical construction was
built in the mid-nineteenth century
by an architect inspired by ancient
architectural forms that had been
covered with sculptures and bright
paint. “The effect of the colors here
is the livening of employee moods
as well as the transformational effect
on our citizens. This library is truly
a beautiful environment,” Warren

comments about the work.

Imposing exterior

As compelling as are the interior
surfaces, the exterior is just as
striking. The building is entered
from Detroit Avenue beneath
a new civic-scaled entry porch
reminiscent of classical Greek and

Roman designs, complete with

n one side of the building to the other. Cars
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Quality Building through Partnerships
, One Project at a Time

nstructio
to have served as the Gene
Trades Contractor on the
Lakewood Public Library
Expansion Project

SERVICING:
Commercial Healthcare, Education, Public Works & Retail Construction Markets

18440 Cranwood Parkway @ Warrensville Heights, Ohio 44128
216-663-3777 ‘Phone ¢ 216-663-3778 Fax
‘ nityc ction.com

For fast information go to: www.bxmagazine.com/iReplyDirect
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Precision Environmental Co.
appreciates the opportunity
to complete the
asbestos abatement and demolition
for the Lakewood Library Project
for our partners
Panzica Construction Co.

Y

PRECISION

Enwronmental

I

5500 Old Brecksville Road, Independence, Ohio 44131
216.642.6041 fax

216.642.6040 phone
WWW.precision-env.com

For fast information go to: www.bxmagazine.com/iReplyDirect
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olumns. In the rear of the building is a second  Lamis says.

lew entry from the expanded parking lot. While the front of the building facing
sallery spaces lead from both entrances to the the commercial area of Detroit Avenue is clad
heckout area. Warren notes that the classical —in precast stone matched in the existing 1923
rand entrance is inspiring to the library’s users, limestone structure, the rear of the building
f whom half walk or take public transportation is a different story. Panzica notes the back
nd enter through the front. “Big columns and  of the building, facing a residential area, is
rand stairs are part of our general approach for  covered in brick to soften the look of the
lbraries. These features represent the aspiration  structure. “This has been a signature project
f a community and reflect pride in the city,” for us,” he says. “The quality of design and

" DAVID \

WILLIAMS 800-762-7936
ASSOCIATES

Parks and Recreation Equipment

Site Furnishings for Every Location
www.davidwilliamsassociates.com

For fast information go to: www.bxmagazine.com/iReplyDirect

Classic Carnegie outside, 21st century inside.

material is at the upper end of the space. It is
not a square office building, that’s for sure.”

Adds CBLH’s Bittinger, “It was a
pleasure to be part of this exceptional project.
This was truly a once in a lifetime opportunity to
work for a sensitive client and a world renowned
architect. This is a great building.”

COMMERCE PLUMBING Com

Commerce Plumbing is pleased to have
provided the plumbing work for:

The Lakewood Library Project

JEFF EPSTEIN
COMMERCE PLUMBING COMPANY

P: 216-464-2345

F:216-464-4619
5182 RICHMOND ROAD
CLEVELAND, OH 44146
EMAIL: CPC@COMMERCEPLUMBING.COM

For fast information go to: www.bxmagazine.com/iReplyDirect
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Congratulations
Lakewood
Library!

Doan Pyramid Electric
216-587-9512

For fast information go to:
www.bxmagazine.com/iReplyDirect
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We are proud to have provided the architectural
millwork for Lakewood Library

Featured products and services include:
D Stock and custom wood moulding
» Hardwood boards, plywood and stair parts MILLWORK & BUILDING COMPONENTS
» Custom wood cabinetry and millwork

) Interiorlexterior door and window products 3479 State Road
= = ; Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio
» Exotic and other specialty wood items 330.945.7555

www.fallsmillwork.com

= = =2 ks s o=
For fast information go to: www.bxmagazine.com/iReplyDirect
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proud of the Lakewood Public Library
and has had plenty of feedback from
the community.

“In the beginning, we had a
citizens committee that helped identify
our needs and goals and helped us
plan for the project. The input was
invaluable,” he says. In this way, citizens
realize the services from their library
that meet community needs.

And now that the project is
complete and the library is up and
running, Warren says that “the citizens
are absolutely delighted with their new
library. It is about time that an Ohio
library achieves through its art and
architecture, such a distinction and
such a level of excellence.” Bxm

For fast information go to: www.bxmag-
azine.com/iReplyDirect

Todd Williams writes about commercial
design architecture and is a professional
Photographer of the topic. He contributed
both words and images to this story.

Lakewood Public Library

Owner: Lakewood Public Library

Architects: Robert A. M. Stern Architects,
CBLH Design

Construction manager:
Panzica Construction

Cost: $17.5 million
Size: 93,000-sf, 55,000 sf new, 38,000-sf renovated

Timetable: Design approved January 2005,
construction began April 2006, new construction

completed spring 2007, entire building opened June 2008.

Primes

General trades: Infinity Construction
Plumbing: Commerce Plumbing Co.
HVAC: TH. Martin

Electrical: Doan Pyramid

Vendors:

m 21% Century Concrete Construction

M A-1 Air Duct

B Achuff Architectural Products

B Action Door Co.

® Akron Erectors

® Akron Rebar Co.

W Associated Products Co.

M Ballast Fence

W Chagrin Valley Steel Erection
H Cleveland Vicon

® Columbia Cascade

B Commerce Plumbing Co.

= Commercial Tile & Stone

® Concrete Cutting & Breaking
= Coon Caulking & Restoration
B Cunningham Paving

B David Williams & Associates
= Down to Earth Landscaping
= EDP Consultants

B Falls Lumber & Millwork

® Fantozzi & Son GC

H Flooring Specialties

| Frank Novak & Sons Painting
M Functional Building Supply
M Gabor Enterprises

M Giorgi Interior Systems

H J.V. Janitorial

M Lake Building Products
B Lake Erie Glass & Glazing
B Landscapeforms

M Library Design Assoc.

B Martin Enterprises

m MPC, Inc.

m 0. A. Bertin

= Oppenheim Construction
M Parks Drilling Co.

M Pitts Fire Extinguisher

® Precision Environmental
| Premier Asphalt Paving
= R.M.D. Co.

M Royal Landscaping

B Schindler Elevator

B Solar Testing Labs

m South Shore Electric

B T&F Systems

m T. Allen Inc.

M Tri-S Piping

® West Third St. Construction

ASPHALT PAVING and REPAIRS, MILLING, DRAINAGE,
COMPLETE SITE CONSTRUCTION, EXCAVATION TO COMPLETION

G

with over 20 years of experience
B Licensed, bonded & insured

216.581.8600

216.581.8683 (Fax)

B Excellent quality, competitive pricing & reliability
B Cunningham Paving is a family-owned business,

20814 Aurora Rd, Warrensville Hts., OH 44146-1006
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Proud to provide paving services to
quality-minded companies, like yours.

NNINGHAM
PAVING IN

“Keeping our customers satisfied, keeps them coming back.”
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Are you a contractor who
understands that the future bid
specifications will include
green components?

Do you want to achieve the
LEED, AP for New Construction
credential?

Will you be purchasing a major
appliance or system and would
like to save operating resources?

Are you wondering what this
green/sustainable information
is all about?

Tri-C's Green Academy trains
individuals in the principles of
sustainability, green construction,
interpretation of green bid specs,
and increased energy efficiency.
Whether you are a homeowner,
entrepreneur, contractor, or a
skilled trades person, there is a
program for you.

Topics include:

« Basics of Sustainability
LEED AP, NC Exam Prep
Interpreting Green Bid Specs
Residential Rehab
Basic Residential HVAC
Advanced Commercial HVAC
The ROI for Sustainable Products
Increasing Energy Efficiency
Reducing Your Carbon Footprint

_ & . w|Community].
‘ College
U

%%

)

’ {‘%@J’ -] Cuyahoga

For more information and course schedules, call (216) 987-3197 Workforce & Economic
patricia.pietraroia@tri-c.edu Development Division

For fast information go to: www.bxmagazine.com/iReplyDirect
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