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A !-U;:>TO LAK ~ YRY OF ,D ? : BLI C LI 

Chr ona1ok i ca1 ~evel o~m nt 

h fi~ s st ~~ i n the e-t oli sh l 1 of the L a~ wood 

ubl ic ib ro y A. ~ t 8 1r.:An ira 191 4 'le n -en.... oa rd of Ed cz-t t cn 

o f L r ' e oDd secu red a Carn eg ie orJ ora~lon ~ran t ~ f S , OOO 

for c. but l -1n . Ler d on t ~le corn r of . r thur a nd 0etro l t 

s ve nu S '. e ur-c a" d f or 9 }728 . The mOI1E'y f or th la t t r 

CaIJe ro m un u s ed "tE..;r allo tmtl1ts . CO:' s t r ic t t on on th e l)ul1c1

1nci L S s t ar t ed i n le l5 . Durin ~ t . is tim e , the e 1y appoint 

ed J.l bra r 1e ~ J s a ..o na . . I n t .P" w'" sel ~c t ',. , pur-or s s ng , 

~ nd c t - ll ' in ~ the book col lr ct io n . When t he f or mal op e 

l ng to ok "Jh e e 0 ;:a :r 19 , 191 o , t e Li br er y rted B col l ect i on 

of 10 , 06 9 b oo cs , 

For th e f i rs t fi ve ' ears , t he Llbr ar ap ove rned b 

t he Boar d o f Ed ·.lc~ t i on . I n 19 2) a 1a"11t{f'S '18 S6 "'d or t r e 

Gene r Ac e mbly of om o enal I 1n t he l iorar l s o f the s t ate 

t o h ve t h ~ir 0 in b oar ds . ak ewoo 'ftj . s one of th fir s 

ccns.um t e '" to t I. e dv n t ('l ~e of th i s Ip ~· r . The Board of Ed

u cet 10 n ap~o int pd s ev en ou ~~an nt cit~7en to t e r~9 f r om 

on to eve n :f ea r s . As t er m ex ) ~d e\'! n ember s r e 

aD oin : ed by ': . ,P (1UC '" t ~o n Boar d . Th a han .. .,t':'l l %Ct" d 

t 1d y . 

The re coS 11 g e'" t ti ~ 8.1 o f _l~ t er-e et a n.! use of t he Li b 

r r ry in t h o e ear'y 0."/ 6 . Th 1 \,T~8 enc O'lrB ~l'!d 'hi ,..1S 6 In h 
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end '~ e r at ff " h O \"l'Jr'~ed very 0::09 1y i t'1 t :1e co ru um t y "lnd 

out £F'Ow:l it ' oul1d inE' , p.. d ""r)oncl 8 9 e f or 180 ,00 0 '·as 

put t o the ai t l z e.1 of ~ak e\.;o od fo r f: vct e , Th1 s i99 . e f or 

a .le"'· w n , 'ola s SUOOSE$fu _ J Flnl con s tr at on W'"s b egun t o 

be t t er iJ ..l9 'tJ:l book col .l.l"c tl on " io .'! by 192 . d reec :ll'"d 

::6 , 2 : vo l un e a , Th.. lork as comj Le t e b:' J un e of 19 24 

R t \oJhi ch ti e thG S con e' ) . :'r.· cook '}la c . .Lh e :le w ad d l ni.cn 

"'l l t.:n ed for 'l' . Lncr-e e se of .nor~ t ..,r n t l ~e t ." Lz e o f t ~e 

" or i na I'':luil di n . The 'tl i g , r 6 ..J.til to n t o t h a f ro nt 11' Ghe .. 
u~i l ' 1 n~ '_'_n m~re s ~ace fo r t~ e Boy' s nJ Gi r l ' s R'CM , 

t~ C r c' tic D ~ ~ert Ie, t , ~n' 1 8 tn~k ~rp ' for th~ e. 

r el adul t 011 c t i on . nn t ~p fi rs t fl oJ . On ~1. 9 CO ~ 

flo or WPS loc~tpd th - new f e 'e . c e oo~ , an Bud i to r i u 

t 0 cl ub ro oms , and p stf ff roo m. 

t ~. n ed of t h~ ) b l i o . I r. 19:i.CJ t h e or a b 'pnoh 

in .1 so I th ea st s ection ''iae I fit by the r ent <1 of a sec ond 

f l oor dan ce ha l l on 1.ne C'Jr ner of Led iso n Pl"}('i ewmen ....v e: ue a , 

Th i s ar ran e t aoon ro v d ':na equa t e , ':>U 'G i t ~i ' S La t un t 11 

192.9 t h t A. o'111din _ "as ,bt'" l ned f or t . or-anon . Th i s 

b '..lild ln , desig nEld b . -r-, • K. ·.1L~rv/ e y , 'la s I'o'r ec ted i n L d 

lsc n Park a t a co s t of y 7 ,000 . I t i s one of t he f ew i na t e c p s 

"he-r a bo nd i <:lS ' l f" ',of e nc t n ee Flsnry f or su ch :>ro je ot . 

The Ll br~ ry ' serv os t ) t~e com ~ ni ty x· ended next 



t o he sc rool . Br nchps ~ re ~ t ab l1 eh ed in L~ wood Hi h 
1 

Scho Ol ) En.er on and Hor-r c e Ma.nn j un or 1i g:: ~c : ')ols , an d 

va ou e Juo l ic an ) r och i8 l schoole , by 1924 . Soon af t er 

t h e ~ ra n caee in t he ak~wo31 no Boi t el a n t Har d i n J uni or 

Hi ' Scho ol ,'ere set 1.11'. 

) iS8 s te r at r ' c1-: t re ..' ad ison Br ancn in k )ril 19'32 . A 

fir ca i s ed ·oy a sh ort air- cut . cle l=lt r o" ed ;~0r t Mpn 2 ,00 0 book 

rmd d em&. "ed r n, m: r e . This for c ed til e bra: 011 t o cl o s e f or 

R Illl.ln th I 5 re pai r s . i£n or nco , l~owe v er J Q.11 ·k ly r-eco v r d 

f rom it 's mis hap an t 16 reo , ni nD found ~ewly ~ebou d ooks , 

a nd r ed ec or a t pd :a le . 

n 1934 a C Jan e came i n t he fina !'lo ,~ a l ipp or \, ai' ttl 

Lt nra r-v , Prior to t ha tl r:re, 1 10 er r f Ut sc a r e f'r-om th e 

re fl eS~ E t e ta . The supp or t wa s c an ued a i t angl o1es . Now 

t n e L~ brar ~ i s enti ely B~ oor t ed b l a s s fi ed Prop r ~y 

Ta .• Funds or-ooe ed a . 

J uring ~ orld a.r II , t h e Ll or ar y turn ed i t I S at t e l t lon 

to t he wa r ef or t . A ict ory BooY am: a i on eade d oy the 

i b r ar a n do nated SO '1e ~' ?::> O books to t oe a r lJed ro r-ce s in 

1939 . The ~b rery wa s als o )n t of those s el c te by the 

F -der al ove r ent a s a D~mon stratlon ;a r I n f or at ia r. 

en t er . er /ill d sl f!;ned to keep t h cl tl z~na up t - (:a e 

on or t n - War Wfr e d~~o sl t e d a t t ~ i br ar y . 

Le1( fI" o od H · t;.~ cho 1 l a t r e at bl l she d i t l s own lib r ary . 
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s ti me wen t on , t ~·_ e slJ&ce pr-o o em r n t h e 1111 n bu l d i n 

ca mf ba ck t ) Daun t t h e L b r ar i n nd s ~ f f . he a ud i t or i um 

h d to b e us d f or sta c ~ s, ?nd one cl ub ro om s ra e in to a 

me. di nb a - b -,li nt. ro om. 5 1 ,~ ll ad d_ t i.on -18. S made in tn e 

ba k o of t h e bUl 1 din~ to ac co mmodat e t he admi ni s t rq t i ve off ic es 

so t t.at mor e s t ac ' a .sac e co uld b e "ad on t i e r.i r at flo or . 

Thi s was j u st a t emp 0r a ry ,n a su r-e , h «es er , h e b ook co1l e ct 

io~ in 19 47 s t ood a t l OS, O 4 volu ue s , -n t i br ar y co u d 

no t ou t ano t h er sh t-l vi n ' um t in t .1; b ui 1t.i nc;. hddi t i ona l 

S h oe ha d to be made , and 90 an ot h er cemJr l n f or dd 1n-l to 

th oui_r li n we s ;;su: r ed . I n 9 03 t ..l e c1t i z en s o f akew oo d 

a b ~;i •• a s eed a bond i s ve , Thi s ti me t \18 5 or 800 , 0),:), 

to e ;11pr e 811 mou err l z e t u e bll l11 " L. G~r t leld ,. ar-r-a a , 

ob i n san 9d Scha f er r e t~ e arch i t eot s . Th wor k i s to 

a t fi r t Au .ru st .1.5 , 19 54 . n e add l t 10 Ls to b e ~ de t o lard 

Det r i ot n ve . .Lt i ll a l l o' f or ~~ e et or aLe 9?8e e , ? meet in 

r o an , ~~. P ' - l t vr i um 1n ~~e ~B~ wen t . On th e f l r s t fl o or 

t ne r e ~1 1 e i n a dit i on to t ~ - pr e en ~ ad I t co1 1p,cti Jn , 

e Lou.. ce or ad uLt s , e. t .l st e ' s r ooa , th 1 br ~ riF ;} 1 9 of_'i. c e , 

a. r,d .) l i nL e ' 01 d1n"" r oom, &.\0. Gr e tl .. t! l a r g ed s e ct. 0 s 

1'or t h You n:.- PeQ "l p I S Room Rnd t h e Bo I s a nd Gi rl ' s i. 0 0 • 

T: e .. e f erenc e oo m Wil l oc cui y t ne en t i r e new -:~ n on th ~ 

s eco ni fl oo , : c ud ln a .8 a zin e r e e d l n~ sec tio n . I n t he 

o l d er oar t o f t ne same f loo r wi ll be t h e C a~ l o e De_a r tment , 

) " 0110 t y in r oo , a r ecor d li e~ eni I r oom, an enl ar Bed 
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t a f t r oom and or e at c~ a re a . 

Ll br 8r a ns 

Roena A. In ~~~ , 1916-1 938 . -i s s n ,au as or a nd 

r a i sed on Cl~v elan d l e West sid e . h e ;.V'S s a g ra dlJ t e o f 

Hlr Brl Col l Je an~ es te rn 1e s erv e l er ar y oho ol . b e re 

c ived her Jr~ c t l oB1 exoer len ce st s rtin L i n 189 6 n t he 

Cl eve1£'nd PUbl i c Ll br~ ry s..r tem h r e sh e wa.s a c e.te1o ~er , 

su :>erv l ao r 0 _' or n oh e s , and fin a ll y l i b rc'!r it I I of t h e C ne ,..l-

Wert Br nch Lie r sn- V=1t t t l OS 1 v~ o L 1915 t o e t 

bl sh the Lake ood ub l ic Ll br y . ~~ e r emai ne d a s l i or a 'Lan 

he r e un t i l .8 des t . . 1n AJr i l ...~ 31.. . h ID [:I S e c t i 1n 

c o . n.:.t~ a ( ...r o r e e s ac 1Pl or El- i .s t t on s 11C l .d n t he ' er 

i can lo ra r as oci ti n.. , Ohio L ~ br e r} .~ aoc I a t i on J Lak wooJ 

Woman' B 01 b , t ne . G. T. U. , a n~ L~ e oo d B l si n~ s £ Pro 

fr:. ee ona l omen I s Cl ub. .s .e 1S. S _r e s i d ent of t 1e C!'1io Li b-

r ar y Asaoc i8~ion in :9 34 . The ~ s t m ~f or _ln i zati on w ~ ch 

sh e us e at ~aKp.wo od 1~S foll ~ ed oy seve r a l subur s eS ~2b-

l i9h~d li1f t er t he.t , a de w s wel l -l o ed amcn., her a va f f ar.1. 

th e ~omm ' .i t y , nc 1s still s pok~n of i n r ev ere d t n s . 

·a r y ~ ?a r ne , 1938 1? 44 . S e fa ~ vOLed unan 1 aJ s l y 

by t r e Boa r d o f th f'i' ....flk-:-· Dod P AO·. c L l brElr t o s uc c e ed 

ngr.am n J un 19 38 . r ' d la t e of rn1t h Col l ege ano '~e 

Yor k St at e ....i r a r J Bch o? ) . is s ar so ns rpcei ved 'ler dcc t er s 

d _r ee f r om t l1 n 1ver I t / of Vi enna . Sh e wa s nea":::'of 1-.vr r 1s



6 

to m, New Jers ey i vrar . f or a t ime anr or ~anized nC ser ved 

s directo r of t h e Paris L brar ~ School . he a l so conu Ic t ed 

ome cLa s ae s p t cGil l and 'ic ni an Univer s t i e s . DUl.'in 6 h r 

six :{ are as l tb r,l:lrl a n at LaK; ~\'lo lJd , sh e in st "' rt ed the 

me c r~~ml ca:" e .81' ln b me "r..od , an d eve l o ed a st ?ff or-gam z t io n 

t ha t coul f unct ion wel l ve *, • e n sh e " as aWA7'. In l~ 4, 

8~ Wi B ~r ' nted a I e ve of ~ D s enee t o ~E ~bl 1 eh an Offic 

of War I n f or Je t i on lib r~ ry in l' ew Ze a Lend.. 'lh f. fo ll owi ng 

ye a r t he . '~ T . I . .!'2s' d ro her r eLea s e :.11 a'c o ...c, "''''0 u se 

of tri e need fo r n er ..l.' lr1; ne r a aea e t nee in t he SO'l t e l f c . 

i} ~'i . "r i l1 , 19 "1:5- 1948 . ':.'he o nl , non - )rofes ei onal 

Ii ",r a i an in t h e Li br nr y I a ni s 't ... j' , 'T . "r 11 c«9 ell 

eq l i j ed in ot h · w yo t~ h ee d s ean or _an 1zat on . H Lad 

oeen su ~er n t~ndent 0_ Lak e oon r cho~ l s clo ee 1y conn ~ c t-

ed witn t h~ Li br pr y , hev i n s~r v ed as ao tn s c e t a r and 

tr e8 sur r ) n tn. board fo r man . y"'rJ:rs . ew es we 1 ve r ed 

n a&11nis t r a t on nd 1i or g r ; fl na~ces . t wqe I F h o 

gt cr t ed th~ cam J~I _n or ~n add i tio n to t h e li vra rJ b ~ 11d-

in~ . . n 1947 .,.r . Gr':"ll a le rve o~ ao ~ nee be -

os se o f ) oor n r el tn , n ~ ne res t gned t I e tol lo w nL Y ar 

f or the S8 ffi e r s son . 

.ar ~ Blo om, 9_ - . Mr s , Bloo m wa au >0 nt ed ct ne 

Libra rian dur l ne tl f lea v~ of c en ce of J eor e 1rl1 1 . 3~e 

was mad e tir a r i an 11 . )r il 1948 u-icn 11s "9':' nati on . ~ rs . 
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Li br ar i a n ~ nd lRt er A- i t n~ Li r s n pt a xe roo d , 3~ l e i s 

c ta v e i n ,""lar.y ccmnum. t y pro -;ram s among " h i en ~ t:l e _ . T . A. , 

a nd h e Ph i B ta ppa . She s cn nued vr . Gri l l ' . ) r o-

Je ct f or th ~ enl a r gem n t o~ t he L br~v , an ' is a~ r e sent 

oon ee trat ln~ ~ er int er es t uryon t h e ll ti mst 

of t hi '1or k . 

Bp cLa L Col l e c ti on e , 

Tb oen@ nfrba .. 01 eat ! n 1s a memorial to th e L 

rar y 'e f ir st li b r ari en . I t con si sts of f in Dooks on f10 ~ ra 

an d ~ard eninL th e t ~ld ot De 1 lud ~ d 1 the Llb r I S 

r LUl a r book 0 dL t . T e s ec t ' on on t h f i rst f l oor wh eh 

1s used t o shelve t . 1s co c t on is 111 ed b... aar' br onze 

pLar u e , an a book p lsJ.:,e de si n 1 oy r-s . r t l:"11 ,t olfl of 

a "e oDd aopears i n :d e ea ch book . Con crl b ( tlons f or t he 
• 

fu nd. earn fr om t :.e fr i end of :.! 9S n mam . The ":;i f , H"lich 

was pr se nte d 0 t he :'b r er: r in H4l b:' .'r . Gr 1 1, 1s a ve r y 

s ct ' on vl t h t hp a t r ons o f tr~ L1brar ' . 

The yn ch Col ~st ion was est abli shed i n 1934 nd 19 

CO l J0 8 p d of 00 xs on char c t r , ed uca t t on , r e l i 1 0 1.10 edu ca t i.on , 

a nd en1I d t r a ~n ' n c. I t i memori al to C:-u-· r-Les P . L: nch , 

one t me eu~ ~rinte nd vn t of sc h ool . The ba e ~ s f or t oe 

c 1 c t _ Jn came fro m 'Jr . L' n eh ' s Q n l i 'orary a. ( w l'l.dded 
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t o :n t h f und s coIl ~ t ed b~ t he t e8 c l ers Rnd m 1 nl~tere of 

Lakewood . t r e se nt. th l p col 1e ctt on 1s bad1 J ou t of da t .e 

becau s e aft er the i n i t i al don t i on , ver y l ittl mc ey has been 

contrCbute d f rom t he ound r s . 

Pre se nt Li br ary 

oday t h e ib rary con 9i ~ t o of on~ 61n b~ 11~ing , ~ 

: ad ' son Br nc.i a t 13£2'3 adr son Aven .ie , th e Lak e ood Hos 

i t w r~ ch p r a t e s tvo days a week , twe l ve schoo l bra~ che 

in 11 i or::: "t r~ e j m io r ni 6h BC'1001 s , an d ni n e e1em n t arJ 

sc ho ol s . Tn e e te r e :'"le o om an sv er a t housand s of (lJ' st l on s 

'U" 1 and !~e 'Os a st a f f 0 1' th r ee 1 'll l t i me ...eop!.e 

..
and t wo ")8 t t me o'l')l e bus ;: eJ 1 t~ e Il l'!'. Bo t h th e Bo ~" s" 
d i r l ' a e J r tnerrt , and t _,. You n -eo "11e ' De c;8rt n t 

ar-e ve ry cti ve . El e.men ta ry an c Jun i or hibil s C 1001 e adtn~ 

)r o .r a me rec eiv e uch ~n thu s ilm o~'~ th~ c.1~dr,=n . h e ou t ,I 

ste nd i ntS pr our In i n t h e t ee n- a. e .:_oup a r e t'1 e ). e r ~an 

Her t.ag find t h e Y o in Ac1111t 1 uri r For un . !h e 1&t ter waa 

un d co n ide rp. tl J fo ' conceLl.a t io n b e oau se o f t he 

I 

t h e co~.u. 1~ j r-test d GO muc h t ha t ~t was dec ded t o con -

Cl o se commun t . con t e ct a IDP1n ta 1ne'd wi t h ad uLt ~rOUD 8 

a l so . r ~aniza L. i on e s ch a s ...e ..rre a t Books , s tRrted in 

Lak e ood i n 1949 , ' or ld Pol t o 9 , er: t l1 ~ ea .le' of • orr n 
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ote rs are' ver :, dep~ dan t uoon t hp Li .Jr a r y ' 6 sup oor t , t he r 

OlUbs s~ ch a s ~he ~o:d~ . A cl ub , a c l ub f or older ;eo I e , 

us e t h e Ll br rr .r 1 s r e sour c s f or t heir c t~ v t ics . Cont est s , 

fl ·OS ) t r-a ve i. na Lks , in " exh i bit s 9 ch 8.S tho se f r om thl'" 

Art 1- seUlil a.n<~ t.l " " ,H~ un of Ta, ur a l H ~ to ry lire y oir..; en 

con s t pntl y t o kee; t he com un t. a o ~ of cult ~r~ l ec t l v ' t i e a . 



10 

NOTE on 3 UR S 

Thi s &Jer ha s not h e el docu. en t ed due t o t he f e et 

t h t so muoh of t he ava i l a bl e n t er i a l ~ as be en 0 t q l ned 

fro m ne 4spe ' ar cli, ~ l n?s whi ch i t her 1 ck .o ta t ion of 

so urc e or da t e , or both . n ~en r al t he mai n ar t of the 

h is t or i c 1 i n f or ma t i on b t weerL h e beg i r..nl of t~ e Li br a r 

i 1£116 to 19 4 he S 0 en o c t .. n d f om tl1. tl eh8.)t er 0 1 t he 

La e oo~ ~~ ?l i c Li br ar in t he 3 t Ier ~ nf Ll1 d at r om boo~s . 

he s ta tis t e com ~ f om the a . nus I Enur t s 0 " th e L_br C'ri n , 

- ecent da ta ha s be n co l l e ct ed f rom cll ~ li~~ ta~ en f ro m the 

f ive ne e Js .;>e 'e 01 t e:d t n t h Bi l i (I 'l" "- ...hy I nd the _ite r 's 

o n k~ow l dGe 0 L~ Libr~ry . . ~ v i nt be~n a m mber .o f he 

s t @ff f or t h e '...a s t t hr ee month s . 
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