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These include chronologies, ephemera, and notes on the history of the Lakewood Public Library, all of which
were housed in the Library Archives. Some are dated 1941, author unknown, and others 1951, presumably
prepared by Miss Mary Prescott Parsons for Mrs. Margaret Butler.

The original order in which these papers were found is maintained here.
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THE LAKEWOOD PUBLIC LIBRA Y

As one of the four independent libraries of the Cleveland Metropolitan area the
Lakewoéd Public Library Qas organized prior to the emactment of the firse County Library
lew in Ohio., Its beginnings go back to the school year 1Y13-14 when the Lakewood Board
of Education through one of its committees began to explore the poésibility of gecuring
a grant from the Carnegie Corporation for a Library building, Mrs, C. Lee Graber and
Mrs. A. B. Pyke, members of the Board, were active in the movement.r

. When the news was announced in the community thet the Baxwexiexferzm¥ trusuvees of

The Carmegie Corporation had authorized a grant of $45,000 for a new building, great
rivalry sprang up between the property owners on Manor Park and Archur Avenues each
group seeking to persuade the Board of Education to locate the buildirg on its corner of
Detroit Avenue, When the Arthur Avenue committee tendersd the Board several thousand-
dollars toward the purchase of their site, a decision was easily reached and the land
now occupied by the main library building was purchased for $9,728,00, |

The building was started in the spring of 1vls. It consisted of two floo.s and

b WA

partial basement with a frontage of 85 £t on Detroit Ave and ~ms 4o © wides The
plans were drawn bv the architect for the Board of Bducation, Mr. Chas, W. Hopkinson,
and approved by the Carnegie Corporation arcnitect, The cost of the building together
with the furnishings was considerably in excess of the Carnegie gifs,

Early in 1915 Miss Roena A, Ingham was appointed Librarian, She had previocusly been
the head librarian at Carnegie West in (leveland, She spent the first year of her long
period of service working in a nearly empty store building, on Detroit Avenue, selecting,
purchasing, and cataloging the original book collect ion 80 it would be ready for the
opening of the new building;

#With a special ceremony and meny besutiful floral decorations, the building was
opened té the publie om May 19 191w, The book collsctio n consisted of 10,0us volumes
for which approximately $10,000,00 had been expended, During the remsinder of this
first year, the mumber of registered borrowers grew to 5,340 and 5'93,824 books were
circulated,

Daring the first five years of its existence the Library was governsd by the Board
of Eduecation, acting principally through its Library committee, It was supporsed out of
school tax income and school officialg kept the books, paid the bills and salaries and

provided soms of the maintenance of the building,
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In 1920 the Gemeral Assembly of the Stave of Ohio enacted a law which mede it advan-
tageous for Boards of Education %o divest themselves of Librery administration. The
Lakewood board was one of the earliest in the state to acv under this law and during
the early months of 1521 it appointed seven outstanding citigzens of the commanity vo
serve terms of from one to seven years each as members of the Board of Library Trusnées.
This form of orgenization still continues with the Board of Education appoincing new, or
what is ma e usual, regppointing old trustees as their terms expire,
When the library building was erected & Trustees' room was provided and equipgedr‘
On September 13, 1921 the original board met and organized for business, Seaved around
the table were birs, Howard A. Byrns, Mrs, L. A, Corlett, Mrs, A, N, Dawson, Hr, Charles
C. Dibble, Mr. H. E, Eackgnberg, My, David G. Jaeger, and Judge Willis Vickerye. Mr,
Dibble was elected presidentv, lirs. Dawson vice president, and George W. Grill who as
clerk-treasurer of the Board of Education had been carrying on the business_aetiviﬁies
of tha.Lébran;, was appointed as Secreta.y-Treasurer, FF Mrs. Byrns was the only member
of t§:}§;:§§ to complete a quarter century of service. She declined vo be reappointed
after her twenty=fifth yéar. Byring all of her period‘of service she served as éhairman
of the Persomnel committee and during much of the time she was the vice presidenu.
Throughout the years the high calibre of the Board of Trustees has been meintained as
vecancies on the board have been filked, During all the years of its existence the
Boerd has had but two presidents, When Mr. Dibble retired from the presidency and the
board, his mantle fell on Mr. I, S, Metcaif who continues to guide the boards deliber-
ations with suavity and impartiality., Mr. John S, Crider has long served as the Chairmen
finance and
of the Committee on/husiness management, ir. Anthony Poss for meny years has guided
committee on upkeep and repair of building, lirs. Chas, B. Delano succeeded to the
.chairmanship of the Personnel committe? when lirs. Byrns retired, ¥#rs, H, H, Boswor.h
magazines '
heads the committee on books and zmpmpiimm, and Dr, Peter Warren hmm@x the commiutee
on library extension. Mrs. He S. Jenkins, the newesu Trusvee, was appoinved vo the
cormittee on Gifts and Endowment,
The tradition of long periods of service applies to employees as well as Truscees.

Hiss Ingham remained as librarian until her death in 1v3s
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;,j “and under the stimulus of her 'untlrma efforts the library e advanced far towara
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its present size and diversity of func:‘t’.mn.f(}ne of the #%hree largest gifts ever
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. made to the library is the Roena A. Ingham Garden Collection presented by Miss Ingham's
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= é friends and asscciates in her memory. 4 second large gift was the Iynch ACollection
Q\ \§ of bocks on religious education presented by the Lakewcod Teachers'! Association and -
. s
N ' the Lakewood lethodist Church,in memory of hCharlesP Iymek who had been Superintendent
‘ZJ P\ Ma—j ?—(«.}J
"JRY  of Schocls and Superintendent of the Lakewood Methodist Sunday bchcolﬂ A third
% J.., o larg,e gift was the presentation in 1947 by the South Lakewood Womans' Club of two
3 j‘ff ceiling projectors and filmed bocks for the use of bed-moder people in Lekewood ‘
S : , i |
- \ m U’ﬂx 'Q./@"l"’ﬁ‘,j “”“"—5{« A0 -y ,M_‘_, P NP N Y i A
w,.o% Hospital or in their own homes. 4Ze. L_,v_,,&,,k_f‘?w_}, R /AT ;
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“on n.uC'US"L 1; 19%8 Drs ;,.ary Py Parsons Uecame librarian succeeding M.ss Ingham.

/"i%he held that position until September 1943 when ghe obtained a leave of absence
{ to teke a position with the Cffice of War Information, resigning a year later to

% continue her Q... Library in Wellington s liew Zealand. ‘During Miss Parson's time

ias librarian partitions were erected-on the. firsh-floor-toprovide-additional-skelving.

i
.‘

and _make an adult reading room, the catalog-department was moved from the-basement —

| to--the-second. floor, -beok -stacks put in the-basement-and-the-suditorium, the work of
|7 wagt ! :
\{'_;'i the )‘more definitely departmentalized andr photographic charging instituted at Main
11
g "T -4 g '
3 | Library,

In 1945 Dr. Georsg *e,\{;r_ll who had been secretary-treasurer of the Board of Library
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z{! Trustees for twenty-fiwe years rebumrned from militery service and became librarian,.
|

Al
Vhen he resigned in April 1948 because of -@&@Q&" Aeaith Iug: Mary Beeman Bloom, who

/Mﬂ_{x A
m":?_a.{

had come to the library as order librarian in 194-C , lateg becoming Assistant Id.brarian,
g‘euj‘ﬂij”‘ J'\n \ \% R
“-\\ &mﬁlla.bramm, Mrs. Ruth mlla.n& Angbelldsakgr* Mr.. urlﬂglm as Secrebary-

‘\
.’
}X | treasurer of the Library board.
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In building and equipment the Lakewood Library has endeavored, Aut—has never completely
suCeoededy km to mateh the rapid growth of the commnity. Hadison branch was first

opened in a rented second floa dance hall at the corner of Madimn & Newman Avenues

in south-east Lekewood in 1921, Miss Florence Gottrell hes been the .glptee
librarian of this br_s.xmh since its establishment. The activity was soon moved wo a
ground ilcor location, and in 1¥2y it moved to its own permanent loscation in Medison
~Park on a site purchased from the City of Lakewood for ome dollar. The building cost
app oximstely XX $47,000,00 and is one of the few public buildings in the county to
be built with us & bond issue, Mr. A. K, Murway of the architectural firm of Wajker
& Weeks was the supervising architect,

By 1923 the mail bibrary building had become hopelessly inadequate. By a large
majority the voters approved the issuance of bonds aggregating $150.000 for the purpose
of mmkmxgimx adding to its facilities, Construction began in Mey 1923, and on
June 3, 1724, the' breatla en};:ie@jlbrary was formally opened, The buil;iing had

been increased t%Atwmce itQA51ze'W1th the addition of the second floor reference
racm and auditorium,rthe extengion of the Boy's and Girl's Room and the Adult Lepart-
ment on the first floor, and the addition of work and storage rooms in the basements

By this time, in addition to the Main Library and Madlscn Brargh there were
branches operating in Lakewood Iigh School (later separated from the Public Libraxry)
in Lrersen and Horace Mann Junior Schools, and stations in several elementary

schools, both public and parochisl, in the telephone exchange, and at Harrison Night

School where many  residents of foreign birth were lea arning Englie Within g few

years the branch at Harding Junior High School and the station at Lakewood Hospital
were established. Tn 1936 ard 1937 special service for young peoplé and a shut-in
service were started, Schocl library service was later extended to nine public
elementary schools with trained personnel in charge,

1534 the Chic Legislature changed thegzgg;;;iof support for ]1mravte« from
the tax on real estate to the tax on intengibles. Since that time the libraxy has
béen supporited entirely by oprpprlctlonﬂ made by the County Budget Commission from

Prebe,
the proceeds of the Classlf;e Taxé}und that is, the tex on intangibles.



A5

Over the years the lLakewvod Public Library has held an importent place in the
Borfu T Tl Msandone {

conmmmity. At the end of 1947 the book collection stood at 108,004 volumes. /‘40_; ,828
ﬁ%&?ﬁ%imulated in 1947 to 20,94¢ registered borrowers. To supplement this circu—

lation gervice a Wellveqﬁipped reference roogbnswers thousands of questions a year,

service is maintained at Madison Branch, at Lakewood Hospital, in three junior high
schicold, with ‘visits and delivery to several parochial schools, and regular delivery

to shut-ins. ' Reading guidance is stressed especially in.the scheols and in the

children's departments at both Main Library and liadison Sranch where carefully plan-

ned summer reading programs stimulate the reading of more and better books by scores

ef boys and girls each swaer.

W‘& ng}—*} ‘ ‘ ,(,L)ﬂ;_;&m o
The Yibrary kas—sleped a pert in community life through the many groups wheskeve _
L X Y WL ; SR FTIN
wzt—tiere, Before the auditoriun had to be fﬁled with book *tacksAmany clubs met

there regulariy. In the esrly twenties The Woman's Civée League sponsored classes
in ecitizenship under the direction of Mrs. Maude C. Waitt, which met at the library
and received help from the library. This organization grew into the lLakewood ‘u“;’oman’s
Club, , The Borrowed Time Club held its first meeting at the librama In more recent
years the Ureat Jocks Discussion groups, spongered by the llbrar'y, &%@E {here.

auany women's clubs come

to the library for help in their program planning,

The Lekewood Carden Club has held its anmual flower show at the library the last
three years, In 1948 the Garden Club held its first spring flower show theree
The library has participated in many nationwide a,ctivities such as surveys and
has been represented oﬁ state and national eommittees.r ifiss ﬁlghaﬁ was president of
’ the Ohio Library Association in 1934, Its pioneering in photographic charging has
brought many inquiries from sll over the country.
In 1948 the Lakewood Library stands with shelves crowded, bocks én top of shelves. s
the basement and auditortm full of book stacks. Uervice to the varied group life of

the community is severely restricted by lack of meeting rooms., A& new building uetdb



jﬁq k}
modern reading rooms, an auditorium and space for more books will enable the library

to carry on its fine tradition and grow in service.



- TENTATIVE HISTORY

The Lakewood Fublic Library was {ormally opened on iay 19, 1916, with a
collection of 10,069 books for ﬂhi@h’%’ﬂ&?ﬁﬂ had been spent. Fpr several years
the Lekewoud Board of Sducation had ’bean _setting aside money from tex funds for
a Jihrazy. (drs. C. Les Graber and lrs. »rthur Pyke the mv:lng spirits?) The
site al the corer of Uetroit and Arthur Avenues was purchased by the city at a
cost of $9,720, about two~thirds of this money coming from tax funds and the re-
meinder contributed by citizens and residents of the neighborhoods A grant of
spproxinately #45,000 for the evaction of the building was made by the Carnegie
mrpamtim. Uhase We Hopkinsbn was the architects Hiss Roena B\ ingham wag
nppainted librarian in 1915,

during thls first year, irom my 19, 1916 through Dsee:ﬁwr, 5340 paaple ra-
sistered for cards and 93,024 buoks were loaned.

With the growth of the eity imreasmi facilities were needed very soon., Madison
zﬂmﬁeﬁ was firf,ﬁ opened in & rented second floor dance hall at the corner of lMadison
and Hewnan Averues in south-east Lakewood in Uctober 1921. liss Florenve Cottrell
was appointed librarian of th;‘ls branch and a%ill holds that position in 1948,

In 1922 a bond issue of 150,000, later increased to $1B0,000, to enlarge the
main building was ﬁppwvad by the voters. Construction began in May 1923, aud on
June 3; 1924, the yreatly enlarged library was formally opened. The building had
been increased to twice its size with the addition of the second floor reference
room and auditorium, the extension of the Hoy's and Glrl's Room and the Adult Lepart-
ment on the first floor, and the addition of work and storage rooms in the basement.

By this time, in addition to the Main Librarxy and Madison Br&neh, there were
branches operating in Lakwo'od 1igh dSehool (later separated from the Public Library)
in Emerson and H{Hﬁﬁe Hann Junior Schools, and stations in several elementary
schools, both public and parochial, in the telephone exchange, and at Harrison Night
S0hool where nany residents of foreign birth were learning inglish, Within a few



e

years the branch at Harding Jwsior High School and the station at Lakewood Hospital
weré established. - I 1936 and 1937 special service for young people and a shut-in
seyvice were started. school library gervice was later extended to nine publie
elementary schools with trained personnel in charge. o

In 1929 a new building %o house ladison Sranch was completed, in Medison Park
at the sorner of Clarence and ladison Avermanl, on a site purchased from the eity
for one dollay. &, K. Murway was the amﬁmt of thile building which cost
approxinately 347,000 :

in 1934 the Ohio Legiglature changed the source of gupport for libraries from
tﬁa tax on real estate to the tax on intangibles. Since that time the librayy has
‘been supported entirely by eppropriations made by thé ﬁnmiiy Hudget Commission from
the proceeds of the Ulassified Tax Fund, that is, the tax on intangibles.

:mé library hadl begn under the direction of the Doard of Hducation from its
beginning until the fall of 1921, Then in accordance with the law providing for
school distriet libraries in Chio, a Board of Library Trustees was appointed by the
Hdoard of Muﬂatmn. The Board uonsiats of seven members each of whom serves for

seven year&. The first Soard of Library Trustees wass

Mrs Ce Cu ljihbnﬂ’ Prﬂﬁidﬁrit i » LA
Mrg. A ita Dawson, Vice-Fresident P? g
Hrge He #fe i:—#‘l'nﬁ :
T'8e le Ae Uorlett
e }3. St Jﬂﬁg(ﬂ"

- fesap-id i, rackenburg*)
J‘Hﬁg,,? »ij.lli vieRery

l“awa-n'f/ e

The present Hoard members aré: (shall we se?)

]
ol
| n,(‘
L B U8

hlss Hoena A, Ingham, Inkewood's first librarisn, who had been appointed in
1915 vefore the srection of the building and who had worked in a nearfy empty store
building selecting, purchasing, and cataloging the original book collection so it



would be ready for ﬁm opening of the Library, remained as librarian wntil her death
in 1938; ler graeious personslity had made her a well loved figure in the community
and under the stimulus of her untiring efforts the library had advanced far toward
its present give and divereiw.ﬂf function. s:hm' of the three largest gifts ever
nade to the library is the Hoena A. Ingham Gerden Collection prasented by Miss Ingham's
friends and associates in her memory. A second large g,ift was the Lynch Collection
of books on religious education pﬁmntmi by the Lakewood Teachers' Association and
the Lakewood Methodist Church in memory of Charles' fynch who had been Superintendent
of Schools and Superintendent of the Lakewond lethodist Sunday School. A third
large yift was the presentation in 1947 Ly the South lskewood Womans® Club of two
ceiling projectors and filmed books for the use of bed-ridden people in Lakewood
Hogpital or in thelr omn homes. . }\ P s

On August 1, 1948 Ly, Mary Pe .i“arma vecame librarian smcééd:ing_ iiiss Ingham,.
She held that position until September 1943 when she obiained a leave of absence
to take a position with the foica‘ of Har [nformation, resiyning a year later to
" eontinue her O.Wel. ILibrary in Wellington, lew Zealand, Puring Hlas Parson's tine
as librapian partitlons were erected on the first floor to provide additional shelving
and make an aduld rm:ing room, the catalog dﬁpﬁmuant wa= moved fyrom the basement
t the aéae:;mi floor, book stacks put in the basement and the auditorium, the work of
the more definltely departmentalived and photographic charging instituted at Vain
Library.

In 1945 Dre George Grill who bad been seoretary-treasurer of the Soard of Librery
Trustees for twenty-five years returmed from militery service and became iibrarian.
khen he resigned in April 1948 because of poor health 13s Mary Hoeman Sloonm, who
had come to the library as order librarian in 194 0 , late¢ becoming Assistant Librarien,
became llbrarian, lirs. futh kalling Angell taking Mp. urill's place as Secretary-
treasurver of ithe ldbrary Hoard. |
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Over the years the lakewood Public Librayy has held an important place in the
a.c:mi‘@'. A% the end of 1947 the book collection stood at 108,004 volumes. 405,828
bnoka.aimula‘bed in 33#? 'to 2U,946 pre;lstered borrowers, To supplement. this cireu-
lation service a well-equipped mférmca mméﬁnm@m thousands of questiors a ysar,
service is waintained at Miqon urmoh, at lakewood livspital, in three junior high

— oD s hodk 1Y Mo iT o ang p_j-zew D
ac! mld’ with visits s d delivery to aeveral parochial schools, and regular delivery
to shut-ins, &eaﬁ.mg puiddance is stressed eapeciany in the schools and in the
ohildren's departments at both Main Libraxy and ladison Jranch where carefully plan-
ned summer resding programs stimulate the reading of more and betier books by meraa.
of béys* and girls each summers

The library has played a part in commmity }-.:i.ﬁ through the many groupi who have
met theres seflore ﬁm auditoriwa had to be filled with book stacks many ¢lubs met
there rejularly, In the early twenties The Woman's Civéde Leayve spongored classes
in eitizenship wnder the direction of Mrs, Haude Ceo Haitt, which met 2t the library
and mcaivéd help from the library. Yhie or.anisabion grew into ‘the Lakewood Woman's
Club, The Jorrowed Time Club held its‘first meeting ab the library. In more recent
Jears the treat “ooks Liscusslon groups, sponsered by the library, have met there.
Summer forums for yowny people have Leen held three years. dapy women's clubs come
to the library for help in their program planing.

The lakewood Garden Llub has held its annual ﬂmrar's?mw at the library the last
three years. In 1940 the uarden Ulub held its first spring flower chow there.

The librexy has participated in many netionwide activiiies such as surveys and
has been represented on state and national comuitiees, z;giaa Ingham was president of
the Ohio Idhm:y Association in 1934. It pioneering in photographic charging hes
brought many inguiries from all over the countyy.

In 1945 the Lakewood Library stands with shelves crowded, books @n top of shelves.,
the ﬁaamnt and auditoriwn full of book stacks. “ervice to the varied group life of
the commmity is severely restricted Ly lack of meeting Toomse 4 new bullding wnid
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modern reading rooms, an auditoriun and gspace for more books will enable the library

to carry on its {ine tradition and grow in cerwice.
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Young People's Division

September 1936 Young People's worker added

to the staff.

Jemuary 1937 A smallhpermanént collection was
started.
1938 liadison Branch started a small

collection for young people.

Young People's Collection

Jenuary 1937 901
Jenuary 1938 1196
January 1939 1410
January 1940 1583
Jenuary 1941 1708 -
Budget

There was no budget specified for this collection
until August 1938 when an amount of §$125.00 was estimated
for the ballance of the year.

1939 $375.00
1940 £500,00
1941 §250.00

Miss Parsons: I'm afrsid that figures do not indicete
the progress thet we have made with our young peopls.
There are several reasons for this, and the main one isg
the value or progress made in giving ettention to the
group, and the books and reference material that they
need. In other words, a library mey have the resources
but it is meking use of them for a special group that

countSe
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