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In 1978, a sixty foot mural, painted by Cleveland resident and Cleveland Institute of Art graduate Reed 
Thomason, was installed in the Children's Room. Characters from classical and children's literature are 
depicted in this exquisite painting. 

In 1979, Library staff undertook to identify, describe, and annotate the characters depicted in the mural. This 
annotation, in its original form and order, follows. 



MURAL CHARACTERS 

1 . Mephi s tophe les 
comes p o s s i b l y f rom Greek meaning not l o v i n g l i g h t or Hebrew meaning 
des t roye r and l i a r the charac te r appears i n Shakespeare's Merry Wives 
Medieval 1 egend-de^yi 1 t o whom Faustus s o l d h i s s o u l . 

( E n g l i s h ) 16th cen tu ry - Chr is topher Marlowe-play, Dr. Fautus 
I 8 t h - 1 9 t h cen tu ry - Goethe-poem-Faust-German 
19th cen tu ry - Gounod^opera-Faust-French 
20th cen tu ry - "^play-The Year the Yankees Won the Pennant-America 

2 . M e r l i n 
Th is cha rac te r i n A r t h u r i a n legend i s sometimes l i n k e d t o Myrddin i n 
Welsh l e g e n d . 

10th cen tu ry - Geof f rey o f Monouth used a 9 t h century Welsh legend t o 
make M e r l i n adv i so r t o Uther Pendraqon-His tor ia regum B r i t a n n i a 

10th cen tu ry - L i b e l 1 us t o l d o f M e r l i n i , a C e l t i c d r u i d who moved 
Stonehenge f rom I r e l a n d t o Amesbury, England-Engl ish 

13th cen tu ry - Robert de Borron added C h r i s t i a n i t y t o the t a l e and 
made M e r l i n a prophet o f the Holy G r a i l i n M e r l i n - E n q l i sh 

? 15th cen tu ry - Thomas Malory-Morte D'Arthur-French 

19th cen tu ry - A l f r e d Lord Tennyson's-Idyl 1s o f the K i n g - E n g l i s h . 
Tennyson i n s p i r e d Dante Gabr ie l R o s s e t t i t o p a i n t A r t h u r i a n legend 

20th cen tu ry - T. H. White's-Book o f Mer lyn -Eng l i sh 

3. Goethe-
f u l l name i s Johann Wolfgang von Goethe. He was born on August 28, 17̂ +9 
i n F r a n k f u r t am Main o f midd le c l ass German p a r e n t s . Goethe i s known as 
one o f the g i a n t s i n wo r l d l i t e r a t u r e , bu t was a s c i e n t i s t as we l l as 
l i t e r a r y f i g u r e . Wrote Faust a t the end o f h i s l i f e , comple t ing Faust I 
i n 1808. Goethe d ied i n Weimer, Germany on March 22, 1832. 

k. Ti ger 
W i l l i a m Blake's poem-"Tiger, T i g e r , Burn ing B r i g h t " comes from h i s 
Songs o f Exper ience. I 8 t h c e n t u r y - E n g l i s h . Blake's c o l l e c t i o n was 
w r i t t e n t o c e l e b r a t e the mystery and t r iumph o f c r e a t i o n . 

5 . Heid i 
19th cen tu ry -
20th cen tu ry -

Johanna Spyri-German t r a n s l a t e d from German 1881 
f i l m s t a r r i n g S h i r l e y Temple- f i lm made f o r T.V. 
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6. P r i n c e s s , her l o v e r , k i n g 7 .o,.. -^^ - • ^' \ 
19th cen tu ry - Frank S tock ton -sho r t s t o r y . 
Th is was o r i g i n a l l y c a l l e d The King's Arena and was read a t a f r i e n d ' s 
p a r t y . Century Magazine pub l i shed i t and i t became t h e i r most popular 
s t o r y . Stockton never answered the ques t i on o f which door was chosen. 

7. L i t t l e Match G i r l 
19th cen tu ry - Hans C h r i s t i a n Anderson-short s t o r y . 
Th is f i r s t appeared i n Dansk Fo lkeka lender . The s t o r y was w r i t t e n a t 
the request o f p u b l i s h e r Mr. F l i n c h and was taken from a drawing by 
J . T. Lundbye o f a poor g i r l s e l l i n g matches. 

8. Cyrano de Bergerac 
19th cen tu ry - Edmond de Rostand-play. 
The cha rac te r was based on an a c t u a l person who l i v e d i n 17th cen tu ry 
France. Was a s o l d i e r , s a t i r i s t and d r a m a t i s t and was known f o r h i s 
long nose. 

20th cen tu ry - f i l m s t a r r i n g Jose Fe r re r 

9 . Dorothy , Tinman, Scarecrow 
1903-1 St e d i t i o n o f L. Frank Baum's Wizard o f Oz 
1908-handpainted movie o f book 
1939-Wizard o f Oz movie w i t h Judy Gar land. Dorothy was not someone 
Baum knew, j u s t a name he l i k e d . 
The Tinman was a copy o f a d i s p l a y i n a hardware s t o r e window designed 
by Baum. 

10. Mad Ha t te r 
1865-Alice's Adventures i n Wonderland-book-Lewis Car ro l 1-Engl ish 
1933-movie-Edward Eve re t t Horton as Ha t te r 
1951-Oisney's f i lm -Ed Wynn was v o i c e o f the Ha t te r 
The Mad Ha t te r was drawn t o resemble Theophi lus C a r t e r , a f u r n i t u r e 
dea le r near Ox fo rd . He was known as the Mad Hat ter -wore a top hat 
and was e c c e n t r i c . 

11. Icabod Crane 
1819-Washington I rv ing-book o f essays-The Sketch Book, "The Legend 
o f Sleepy Hol low." The essays were taken from I r v i n g s knowledge o f 
the Dutch American community. 

12. Three B l i n d Mice 
1609-Thomas Ravenscro f t , e d i t o r - b o o k . 
Th is v e r s i o n was found i n "Pleasant Roundelaus" a p a r t o f Deuteromel ia 
or The Seconde Part o f Musicks Me1odie. 
1 8 ^ 2 - f i r s t appeared i n c h i l d r e n ' s l i t e r a t u r e i n t r oduced by James 
0 H a l l i w e l l . 
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13. Don Quixote 
1605-Miguel de Cervantes Savaadra-book-Spanish 
1959-James Reeves-retel1inq-Exploits of Don Qui xote-Ameri can 
1966-became a musical stage production as Man of La Mancha 
The f u l l t i t l e of Cervates book was El Ingeniojo Hidalgo Don 
Qui xote de 1 a Mancha. 

]k. Hiawatha 
1855-Henry Wadsworth Longfellow-poem-American. Longfellow was 
inf luenced by Henry Rowe Schoolcraft who wrote on Indian legend 
and r e l i g i o n . Hiawatha was an Dyibway ind ian . 

15. Bottom, Ti t a n i a , Puck 
1 5 9 ^ 9 6 - f i r s t staging of Wi l l iam Shakespeare's Midsummer Night's 
Dream 
l6Q0- f i r s t r e l i a b l e tex t p r in ted of play 
18th century-various operas were staged 
1935-fiIm-using Mendelssohn's music 
195^staged at the Met 
The character of Bottom comes from the bottom or core of a skein upon 
which weaver's yarn was wound. 
T i tan ia i s unknown in English f o l k l o r e i n Ovid i t was another name 
for Ci rce. 
Puck could have come from o ld wive's ta les that Shakespeare heard i n 
S t r a t f o r d as a c h i l d . These go back to Anglo-Saxon t imes. An 
a l t e rna te name i s Robin Goodfellow and he i s found i n Scot's Di scoveries 
of Wi tchcraf t - I58A. 

16. Androcles and the l i o n 
1st century A.D.-Apion-Aiguptiaka 

Aelian-De natura animalium 
1912-George Bernard Shaw-play of same name 
1938-James Daughtery-chi1dren's book-Andy and the L ion. 
The story t e l l e r was Aul ius Gel l ius and t e l l s of Roman slave and the 
l i o n who was befriended and remembered at a l a t e r t ime. 

17. CIara and the Nutcracker 
I8I8-2I-E.T.A. Hoffmann-in Die Serapionsbruder ca l led The Nutcracker and 
the Mouse Ki ng-German 
1892-Peter S l i ch Tchaikovsky-suite and b a l l e t - f i r s t performed i n St . 
Petersburg as su i t e -ca l l ed Nutcracker Suite 
1892-ballet performed ca l l ed Casse-Noisette 

18. Cinderel1 a 
850-860 A.D.-Chinese book e a r l i e s t datable version 
1540-could be one of s to r i es in Complaynt of Scotland 
1697-retel1ing i n well-known form by Charles or P ier re Pe r rau l t - i n 
H is to i res ou Contes du temps passe as 'Cendr i l lon, ou la p e t i t e 
pan tou f f le de verre ' (French) 



18. Cinderel1 a (Cont inued) 
163^'La Gatta Cenerento la ' ( I t a l i a n ) 
1727-Madame d 'Au lnoy 's - 'F ine t ta and the C i n d e r - g i r l ' ( E n g l i s h ) 
1817-Rossini-opera-La Cenerentala ( I t a l i a n ) 
1878-found i n Scot land by Andrew Lang i n another form 
1950-Disney animated f i l m 
1957-Rodger's and Hammerstein musical f o r T.V. 

19. Jacob and Jacob's ladder 
B i b l i c a l s to ry -Jacob purchased h i s b r o t h e r ' s b i r t h r i g h t and served 
Rachel's f a t h e r lA years t o win her hand-Genesis 2A:3A. 
Jacob's ladder-Seen by Jacob i n a dream-Genesis 28:12. 

20e The crow and the water jug 
Aesops F a b l e s - t r a d i o n a l l y t he author was a Phrygian s l a v e , but some 
were w r i t t e n b e f o r e h i s t i m e . 
Th is p a r t i c u l a r f a b l e t e l l s o f a crow who i s h a l f dead w i t h t h i r s t 
and f i n d s a water j u g w i t h water i n the bottom and adds pebbles t o 
b r i n g the water l e v e l up t o get a d r i n k and f i n a l l y succeeds. " L i t t l e 
by l i t t l e does the t r i c k . " 

21. Peter Pan, T i n k e r b e l l e , Wendy, Nana 
I9OO-J.M. Barrie-book-Tommy and Gr ize l -men t ions l i t t l e l o s t boy who i s 
happy not t o grow up 
1902-Barrie book-The L i t t l e White B i rd -Pe te r appears i n 6 chapters 
190A-Barrie p lay produced i n London-Peter Pan 
1911-play Peter and Wendy put i n t o s t o r y form 
1950-Disney animated f i l m 
1955-Movie f o r T.V. s t a r r i n g Mary M a r t i n 
1976-Movie f o r T.V. s t a r r i n g Mia Farrow 
I t ' s p o s s i b l e t h a t B a r r i e cons idered Peter Pan as a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l . His 
p l a y - l i f e was more rea l than " r e a l i t y . " 

22. Moby Dick 
1851-Herman Melv i l le -book-Amer ican a l s o c a l l e d The White Whale. Study 
o f good and e v i l , whale represents good. The book was f o r g o t t e n a t 
the t ime o f M e l v i l l e ' s dea th . 
1930,1956-f i Im ve rs ions o f book 

23. Captain Ahab 
The an t agon i s t i n M e l v i l l e ' s Moby D ick . He d ies seeking revenge on the 
whale. 

Scheherazade, Sinbad the S a i l o r and the 01d Man o f the Sea 
9 t h c e n t u r y - f i r s t ment ion o f the s t o r i e s 
9 t h c e n t u r y - l 6 t h c e n t u r y - v a r i o u s t r a n s l a t i o n s and a d d i t i o n s . 



2A. Scheherazade, Sinbad the S a i l o r and the Old Man o f the Sea (Cont inued) 
These are medieval s t o r i e s set i n Centra l A s i a . The dates are u n c e r t a i n 
and i t i s thought t h a t t he re are severa l a u t h o r s . 
Scheherazade-Shahrazad-King's w i f e who makes up the s t o r i e s t o keep 
from being k i l l e d . 

Sinbad and Old man-characters i n s t o r i e s 
19A2-movie v e r s i o n o f s t o r i e s 

25. Robinson Crusoe 
1719- Daniel Defoe-book-The L i f e and Strange S u r p r i s i n g Adventures o f 
Robi nson Crusoe o f York, Mari ne r -Eng l i sh 
1720- Defoe- ln Ser ious R e f l e c t i o n s o f Robinson Crusoe. Defoe c la imed 
i t was an a l l e g o r y on h i s l i f e . 
181A-Swiss Family Robinson by Jonathon Wyss-a f o l l o w e r o f Defoe. 
I t i s a l s o s a i d t h a t Defoe founded h i s o r i g i n a l s t o r y on the adventures 
o f Alexander S e l k i r k . 

7/2A/79 
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